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Introduction

of two sets of extents.

Clause 10 describes the other Transfer commands, which are more device specific than
those in clausc 6.

Clause 11 describes the Diagnostic commands.

Clause 12 summarizes the commands defined in the document.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO/IEC 9318-4 : 1990 (E)

Information technology - Intelligent Peripheral Interface -

Part 4 :
Device generic command set for magnetic tape drives

1 Scope

This part of ISO/IEC 9318 describes the Logical Level 3 (generic level) Interface fg
ISO/IEC 9318-1 for an explanation of the levels.

tape drives. See clause 6 of the

The purpose of this part of ISO/IEC 9318 is to facilitate the developmentand uiilizatio :
permits the interconnection of multiple peripheral types such as disk, tape, tammunications, to a controlier.

This part of ISO/IEC 9318 does not replace any existing standard, byt i ¢s_complement other Intelligent Peripheral
Interface (IPI) standards (see clause 2).

The intent of the IPI is to isolate theshost (CPU angd software, from changes in peripherais by providing
a "function-generic” command seto s ultiple types of peripherals (disks, printers, tapes,
communications). To smooth methods to the generic approach, the IPI supporis

device-specific command sets to aid in bridgir : wecn the two approaches.
To accomplish this sct eSi ie IRl includes device-specific and device-generic command sets, both
utilizing a common physical/bus, Ng i ecificycommand set provides

- physical data addrgssing;
- timing critical ogeration
- lower device ¢

The device-generi ctprovides a higher level of functionality and portability. It includes

- host/device independencg;
- logical data addressing;

- timing independence;

- command queuing capability.

A system is not restricted to the use of one level of command set or the other. It is possible that both levels of command
sets will be utilized with a given system’s architecture to balance such parameters as system performance, cost, and
peripheral availability. It is also possible for the host to provide for the migration from device-specific to device-generic
levels while still retaining the same physical interface.

Device Generic Command Set for Magnetic Tape Drives 1
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2 Normative references

The following standards contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitutes provisions of this part of
ISO/IEC 9318. At the time of publication, the editions indicated were valid. All standards are subject to revision, and
parties to agreements based on this part of ISO/IEC 9318 are encouraged to investigate the possibility of applying the most
recent editions of the standards listed below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently valid International
Standards.

ISO/IEC 9318-1:—D - Information technology - Intelligent Peripheral Interface
- Part 1: Physical Level.
ISO/IEC 9318-3: 1990 - Information technology - Intelligent Peripheral Interface
- Part 3: Device Generic Command Set for Magnetic and Optical ves.

@%
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